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 Chapter 9 Activities to Continue 

Through This Winter 

By Rick DeYoung 

 
Our November 2017 Day Trip will be to join 

our neighbors in Historic Oakland, on 

Sunday, afternoon, November 19, for their 

annual Sip & Stroll Walk (from 1-4 p.m.), 

featuring wines and beers from local 

wineries and brew makers. At 4 p.m., we 

will gather at Coco’s Café in Historic 

Oakland for a beef roast or turkey dinner, 

“with all the fixings.” You need not 

participate in the Walk to join us for the 

supper, which will also be offered to the 

public. All Escapees are invited to 

participate in this Chapter 9 event. Sign-up 

sheets, with further details and to reserve 

your entrée choice, will be in the Timber 

Valley club house from Saturday 11/11 

through noon, Saturday 11/18.  

Our October 28 Day Trip, to the Big K Guest 

Ranch & Outfitters lodge provided twenty 

(20) Chapter 9 members from Timber 

Valley SKP Park with a unique experience 

and understanding of one of our area’s 

longest lasting and most outstanding 

businesses. Hostess Kathy Kesterson 

Williamson told us that in 1908 her 

grandfather bought the first 350 acres of 

what became a 2,500 acre working cattle 

and timber ranch, largely due to the efforts 

of her father, “Big Al” Kesterson and his 

family, many of whom remain on the ranch 

and are involved in its day to day 

operations.  

We gathered for Kathy’s talk, and a 

wonderful lunch of ranch chili and make-

your-own ham and turkey sandwiches, in 

the beautiful dining room of the Ranch’s log 

club house. We ate on the upper level of 

the Club House which overlooks part of a 

10-mile stretch of the Umpqua River which 

runs through the Big K. The club house is 

situated with about a dozen nice guest 

cabins, available to rent by reservation. 

These facilities are located about 3 miles 

north of the Ranch’s entrance from 

Highway 138, which is near the settlement 

of Kellogg, about 5 miles east of Elkton. 

Kathy also explained that she has recently 

had to hire a wedding coordinator, due to 

the Big K Ranch’s increasing popularity for 

“destination” weddings and other family 

gatherings. One of Kathy’s 2 sons, who 

work full time at the Ranch, is designated 

as a hunting and fishing guide coordinator. 

Kathy explained that the ranch does not 

restrict anyone from fishing on the 

Umpqua River, but does ask that their 

guests, and fishing guides and their 

customers, honor the “catch and release” 

protocol, which has resulted in their 

stretch of the River being recognized as a 

world class bass fishery. Big K Ranch does 

have boat ramps and will allow the public 

to enter the Ranch and use the Ramp for a 

fee of $25 per day. The dining room and 

guest cabins are also available to the 

public, but it is necessary to call to confirm  
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MONTHLY MEETING 

Chapter 9 members meet 
the second Wednesday of 
each month at 9 a.m., 
during breakfast, at Abby’s 
Legendary Pizza, 1011 W. 
Central Avenue in 
Sutherlin, Oregon.  

A signup sheet is located 
in the Timber Valley SKP 
clubhouse, as we need to 
know by Tuesday how 
many are planning to be 
there.  

All Escapees 
are welcome! 

Other Chapter 9 events will 
be announced in Trailer 
Tracks or on the Chapter 9 
page of our website, 
www.timbervalleyskp.com  

Rick DeYoung snapped this picture of Kathy 

talking to the SKPs before lunch was served.
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availability and price. The phone number for the Big 

K Guest Ranch and Outfitters is 541-584-2295. 

There is a new series of articles beginning on page 2 

of this issue, telling the history of Chapter 9, itself. 

We hope you enjoy Jackie Deal’s new articles as 

much as you have enjoyed the prior series, telling 

how Chapter 9 built the Timber Valley SKP Park. 

However, Chapter 9’s records were not as complete 

as those kept by the SKP Park and we are looking for 

help from Chapter 9 members to fill in holes in this 

new history, caused by incomplete records. Let us 

know of errors you see in these articles and feel free 

to tell us what was really going on. Our goal is to 

learn from our history in order to keep Chapter 9 

relevant and enjoyable for all our members 

.

 

HISTORY of CHAPTER 9 

By Jackie Deal 

What is a Chapter Nine? Chapters, rallies, parks etc. are 

very confusing. So let’s start at the very beginning of 

Escapees Inc. Escapees Inc. started from something like 

what you now have in your hand: a newsletter! Kay 

Peterson wrote, on a manual typewriter, the first 

newsletter and sent it to her friends and RVing 

acquaintances. RVers receiving it wanted to meet each 

other and thus were born rallies. At rallies folks 

discovered others from their area and formed groups 

called Chapters (there are now 57 chapters in the US). 

We, the ninth chapter, were founded in Casa Grande, AZ. 

in 1985 with Don and Pat Kuykendall as the “driving 

force”.  

The following information comes from minutes of 

meetings, rally minutes and the newsletter. The first issue 

of the chapter newsletter was called “TRAILer TRACKS”, 

issues 2 and 3- were called “SKP Chapter #9 Newsletter”. 

The issues for December 1985 through May 1986 were 

called “THE OREGON TRAIL-er” and beginning with 

August 1986 the newsletter became “TRAIL-er TRACKS”. 

(For simplicity I’ve called them all “Trailer Tracks”.)  

The first issues through June 1986 were published in Port 

Orford, OR. Issues beginning in June 1986 were published 

in Carlton, OR.  

Trailer Tracks vol.1, No 1, May, 1985, (This is a one page 

newsletter, the original is in Chapter 9 notebook.) At a 

meeting in Casa Grande, AZ Chapter 9 was formed. Dues 

$5 first year and $3 thereafter. The name and logo were 

approved by Escapees Inc. and their suggested by-laws 

adopted. First rally will be at Port Orford Trailer Village, 

June 11-12, 1985  

Rally # 1, June 11-12, 1985, 54 rigs in attendance, 

Pat and Don Kuykendall hosted this first Oregon rally at 

their Port Orford RV Park on the coast. Pat says the park 

had 42 spaces and it was packed with RVs parked double 

and triple. So many people came that Pat wasn’t sure how 

many there were, she estimates 50-60. Even their front 

lawn was parked full. Don was “boss”, (president), and 

Pat was “in charge of the money” (treasurer), It was a 

most exciting time and years later it still gives Pat “chills” 

to remember it. Organizing might have been hard work 

but it also was a lot of fun. There were pot lucks with 

about 8 or 9 picnic tables stretching clear across their 

lawn. Don invited everybody in town and even the mayor 

came. And someone hung a pair of old men’s shorts atop 

the flag pole. As the wife explained,” He won’t let me 

throw them away so I hung them up”. 

The first elected board was: President- Marshall and Cleo 

Binkerd; Vice Pres- Dan and Dot Wood; Recording Sec- 

Jaie Le Blanc; Corresponding Sec- Wally Brooks; 

Treasurer- Pat Kuykendall; and Joe Tenpenny was to be 

Advisor to the Executive Board. The initial excitement of 

organizing was over and now the hard work began. 

Ken Knowles snapped this photo of the cabins Big K guest ranch has to 

offer.

 


